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AMERICAN  EDUCATION 

Today  this  country,  as  perhaps  never  before,  is 
confronted  with  a marked  controversy  in  the  held 
of  public  education.  Legislative  investigations  on 
national  and  state  levels,  regarding  Americanism, 
un-American  activities,  or  loyalty  lead  inevitably  to 
vigorous  dissertations  on  the  subject  of  public  educa- 
tion. 

These  heated  discussions  usually  center  around 
the  issue  of  "progressive  education”  versus  "teach- 
ing the  fundamentals”.  As  a parent  concerned  about 
public  educational  facilities  available  to  my  chil- 
dren, I am  surprisingly  disinterested  in  this  contro- 
versy. It  is  not  the  fussing  and  feuding  over  tech- 
nique, but  the  lack  of  inquiry  into  the  goals  of  our 
educational  system  which  disturbs  me  deeply.  Over 
the  years  we  have  emphasized  the  problem  of  tech- 
nique, seeming  to  take  for  granted  that  the  goal  of 
the  "fundamentalists”  is  knowledge,  that  the  goal 
of  the  "progressives”  is  adjustment.  It  is  time  we 
examine  the  goals. 

In  the  disoriented,  disorganized,  unstable  society 
which  confronts  our  children,  I am  searching  for  a 
better  end  result  from  education  than  knowledge 
or  adjustment.  Knowledge,  as  a goal — as  a matter 
of  fact — has  become  a distortion,  for  our  educators 
have  too  frequently  confused  it  with  truth,  and  in 
the  confusion  have  closed  doors,  instead  of  opening 
them,  to  the  searching  child.  Adjustment,  as  a 
goal,  is  inadequate  when  we  go  around  Robin  Hood’s 
barn  seeking  methods  of  achieving  it  without  first 
discovering  the  firm  foundation  on  which  sound 
adjustment  can  be  built. 

I suggest  that  our  educational  system  be  geared  to 
a search  for  truth.  By  truth,  I mean  simply  what 
you  mean  when  you  say,  "Let  us  tell  the  truth”. 
Sounds  trite  We  should  say  it  to  ourselves  clearly 
and  frankly,  loudly  and  frequently,  reminding  our- 
selves of  it  constantly,  until  we  believe  it  strongly 
enough  to  act  upon  it.  This  premise  will  undergird 
educational  development  from  the  cradle  to  the 
grave  if  we  wish  a nation  of  strong,  independent, 
self-sufficient  individuals  capable  of  using  their  crea- 
tive endowments  for  the  purpose  of  preventing  this 
mad  world  from  destroying  itself. 

Let  us  look  at  our  children.  Little  children  appear 
to  have  an  almost  intuitive  sense  of  justice,  stem- 
ming from  a native  ability  to  discern  what  represents 
truth  in  any  given  situation.  Yet  as  a child  matures 
in  our  society  this  ability  loses  its  sharpness  and 
finally  dulls — nearly  to  oblivion. 

How  do  we  corrupt  and  cause  this  native  endow- 
ment to  deteriorate.^  Examples  are  numerous.  How 
frequently  we  find  ourselves  in  situations  where  we 


WHAT  !S  THE  GOAL? 

resort  to  out-maneuvering  the  child  by  "cleverness” 
based  upon  ever-so-slight  deceit,  the  white  lie — 
making  fools  of  ourselves!  For  the  child’s  inner 
sensitivity  has  already  made  him  aware  that  we  are 
out  of  line,  even  though  he  may  not  be  able  to 
articulate  his  understanding.  At  the  next  step  we 
are  even  more  flagrant  in  our  violation  of  the  truth. 
The  child  forces  us  into  a position  where  we  feel 
it  necessary  to  act  unjustly  or  untruthfully,  or  both, 
because  it  is  for  his  "best  interests”,  or  we  are  too 
busy,  or  our  personal  desires  make  truth  incon- 
venient. We  know  the  course  of  action  is  wrong, 
the  child  knows  it,  and  we  know  he  knows  it.  Yet 
we  go  our  merry  way,  because  for  the  instant  we 
receiving  personally  satisfying  results,  and  because 
both  child  and  parent  know  we  can  get  away  with 
it  since  we  are  bigger  and  stronger.  This,  of  course, 
creates  in  the  mind  of  the  child  a growing  respect 
for  physical  strength  and  a realization  that  if  one 
holds  the  upper  hand  he  can  get  along  in  our 
society  without  basing  his  actions  on  straightforward, 
truthful  premises.  And  within  a few  minutes  he 
proves  the  point  to  his  own  satisfaction  on  the  play- 
ground ! 

In  the  classroom,  the  teacher  uses  the  same  tech- 
nique because  the  children  must,  on  occasion,  be 
taught  an  object  lesson — or  because  the  teacher  can- 
not run  the  risk  of  being  wrong,  fearing  to  lose  the 
"respect”  of  the  children.  Here  we  teach  the  lessons 
of  history  in  terms  of  the  "knowledge-is-truth” 
idea,  glorifying  only  the  activities  of  our  own  coun- 
try and  its  heroes.  And  now,  we  discover  v/e  risk  a 
legislative  inquisition  into  our  loyalty  or  Ameri- 
canism simply  by  being  critical  of  sacred  institutions, 
battles,  weapons,  etc. 

See  our  general  submission  to  the  technique  of 
trickery,  distortion,  deceit,  half-truths  in  commercial 
advertising.  Examine  the  temper  of  political  maneu- 
ver, which  recognizes  that  a meaningless  slogan  gets 
better  results  than  truth.  Hear  our  candidates  justi- 
fy extreme  statements  as  campaign  oratory:  explain 
and  encourage  a Mr.  McCarthy  because  his  remarks, 
proved  or  not,  will  be  politically  expedient  the  next 
time  an  election  rolls  around.  (And  they  are!) 

In  the  area  of  international  relations  we  are 
educated  to  approve  and  encourage  the  use  of  deceit 
and  subterfuge.  We  feel  more  able  to  overcome  the 
"enemy”  by  adapting  ourselves  to  his  methods  than 
by  searching  for  better  ones  of  our  own.  Did  we 
not  lose  the  last  war  because  we  copied  the  tech- 
niques of  our  adversaries  in  making  an  "adjustment” 
to  the  world  community.^  Could  we  have  adapted 
ourselves  so  readily  to  these  methods  if  we  had  not 
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been  educating  ourselves  to  them  for  years?  And 
now,  such  behavior  comes  quite  natural  to  us. 

When  we  think  of  education,  then,  we  need  to 
center  our  attention  on  goals,  helping  the  child  to 
re-discover  and  reactivate  his  ability  to  discern  truths 
and  to  apply  them  to  life  situations.  This  would 
make  it  clear  that  knowledge  is  not  truth.  This 
would  encourage  the  child  to  adjust  to  society  on 
his  own  terms,  terms  predicated  on  truths,  rather 
than  to  adjust  to  society  on  its  terms,  whatever  they 

might  be.  Walt  Godfrey 

The  above  article  was  written  during  the  heat  of  Pasa- 
dena’s controversy  over  the  administration  of  its  schools, 
but  now  it  seems  even  more  pertinent  to  our  widening 
concern  over  threats  to  public  education.  Walt  Godfrey 
has  moved  vuth  his  family,  Sandy  and  two  daughters, 
Bronwen  and  Gwendolyn,  to  Denver  (550  S.  Corona, 
Denver  9,  Colorado).  For  those  interested  in  further  de- 
tails concerning  the  Pasadena  school  situation  which  result- 
ed in  the  removal  of  Willard  Goslin  from  the  position  of 
Superintendent  of  Schools,  there  is  available  a reprint  of 
Carey  McWilliams’  article  "The  Enemy  in  Pasadena’’ 
printed  originally  in  the  Christian  Century,  1/3/51. 


COKSCIENTIOUS  OBJECTORS  IN  E^4GLAND 

THE  NEW  ACT;  The  National  Service  Act,  1950, 
which  came  into  force  on  ist  October,  1950,  increases  the 
period  of  National  Service  by  six  months.  Men  called  up 
for  the  forces  on  or  after  ist  October  1950,  or  still  serving 
full-time  at  that  date,  are  liable  for  two  years’  whole- 
time  service  and  sixty  days’  part-time  service  spread  over 
the  following  three  years  and  a half.  C.O.’s  registered  for 
civil  work  after  ist  April,  1949,  have  to  comply  with  their 
tribunal  conditions  for  two  years  and  sixty  days,  but  those 
registered  before  that  date  are  not  affected.  C.O.  RESERV- 
ISTS: The  Minister  of  Labour  has  stated  that  the  pro- 
cedure for  "Z”  Reservist  C.O.’s  is  under  consideration, 
and  that  they  "would  have  an  opportunity  of  being  heard 
without  first  being  subject  to  court  martial.’’ 

Two  regular  army  reservists,  Stuart  Speeden  of  King’s 
Somborne,  Hants,  and  William  Lynch  of  Edinburgh,  were 
ordered  to  report  to  their  units  in  September.  Both  men 
refused  to  obey  orders  on  grounds  of  conscience,  and  each 
received  a sentence  of  ninety-two  days’  civil  imprisonment 
at  a court  martial  held  on  17th  November.  They  are  serv- 
ing in  Winchester  prison  and  will  probably  appear  before 
the  advisory  tribunal  in  January. 

The  following  is  additional  to  the  advice  to  reservists 
printed  in  "Objector  No.  20: 

"T  he  Services  are  at  present  conducting  an  enquiry  into 
tl'.e  occupations  of  reservists  who  are  not  on  a regular 
reserve,  and  you  may  receive  such  an  enquiry  on  Form 
D 406  (Army),  Form  B 305  (Navy)  or  Form  4099 
(R.A.F.).  These  are  simply  requests  for  information,  and 
no  penalty  is  involved  in  not  complying,  but  it  is  stated 
that  'failure  to  do  so  may  mean  that  you  will  be  regarded 
as  available  for  recall  v/hatever  your  occupation  may  be.’ 
It  is  suggested  that,  if  you  complete  it,  the  form  itself 
should  be  endorsed  with  a statement  of  your  claim  to  be 
a conscientious  objector,  in  addition  to  any  letter  you  may 
have  sent  to  the  authorities.  You  are  likely  to  receive  a 
second  form  if  the  first  is  not  completed." 

THEOLOGICAL  STUDENTS  AND  DEEERMENT: 
Deferment  for  theological  training  is  dependent  on  accept- 
ance by  a recognized  religious  denomination  as  a candidate 
for  Holy  Orders  or  for  appointment  as  a regular  minister 
of  that  denomination.  The  student  must  have  begun  an 
approved  full-time  course  of  training  before  his  eighteenth 
birthday,  or,  if  he  had  deferment  to  remain  at  school, 
i.mmediately  after  the  end  of  that  deferment.  Applications 
may  also  be  considered  from  boys  who  have  left  school 
and  have  obtained  deferment  for  a course  of  training  for 
some  other  trade  or  profession  and  who  wish  to  change 
to  a theological  course.  If  the  student  continues  in  full- 


time training  he  may  be  granted  deferment  up  to  the  age 
of  twenty-five,  and  if  he  is  ordained  before  his  twenty- 
sixth  birthday,  he  will  then  become  exempt  from  liability 
for  National  Service.  If  he  does  not  qualify  for  exemption 
he  will  be  called  up  before  reaching  the  age  of  twenty-six. 

Similar  arrangements  apply  to  religious  brothers,  lay 
evangelists  or  missionary  students.  Where  full-time  study 
for  a normal  university  degree  is  required  of  a theological 
student  his  deferment  is  subject  to  the  current  arrange- 
ments for  university  students. 

Application  for  deferment  is  made  by  the  central  author- 
ity of  the  particular  denomination. 

From  The  Objector  (Central  Board  for  Conscientious 
Objectors,  6 Endsleigh  St.,  London,  W.C.,  i)  Jan.  1951. 

IN  WASHINGTON 

A.  Stauffer  Curry,  (Executive  Secretary  of  the  Na- 
tional Service  Board  for  Religious  Objectors,  1000  iith 
St.,  N.W.,  Washington  i,  D.C.)  sends  the  following 
brief  report:  "I  have  just  read  from  the  Senate  Armed 
Services  Committee  Print  for  February  15,  1951,  on  S.  i, 
the  UMTS  bill,  the  following  paragraph  which  revises  the 
provisions  for  conscientious  objectors  in  the  present  Selec- 
tive Service  lave: 

'Subsection  (j)  of  Section  6 of  such  Act  is  amended 
( I ) by  striking  out  in  the  third  sentence  thereof  the 
words  'be  deferred’  and  inserting  in  lieu  thereof  the 
following;  'in  lieu  of  such  induction,  be  assigned, 
for  a period  equal  to  the  period  of  training  and 
sen  ice  prescribed  by  4 (b),  to  work  of  national  im- 
portance under  civilian  direction,’  and  (2)  by  striking 
out  in  the  seventh  sentence  thereof  the  words  'he  shall 
be  deferred’  and  inserting  in  lieu  thereof  the  words 
'he  shall  in  lieu  of  such  induction  be  assigned,  for 
a period  equal  to  the  period  of  training  and  service 
prescribed  by  section  4 (b),  to  work  of  national  im- 
portance under  civilian  direction.’ 

"(The  Section  4 (b)  referred  to  in  this  quotation  pre- 
scribed 26  months  of  service  on  the  part  of  men  who  will 
be  inducted.) 

"This  language  has  been  adopted  by  the  full  Senate 
Armed  Services  Committee  and  will  be  reported  by  them 
to  the  Senate  on  Monday,  February  19,  according  to 
present  plans.’’ 

ADDITIONAL  NOTE  TO  C.O.  NEWS 

In  Lyle  Tatum’s  well-edited  News  Notes  (Central  Com- 
mittee for  Conscientious  Objectors,  2006  Walnut  St.,  Phila- 
delphia 3,  Penna.)  he  comments  on  service  possibilities 
for  C.O.’s:  "The  range  of  possibilities  for  c.o.  labor  pro- 
visions are  extremely  limited.  The  government  is  not 
willing  to  attempt  to  force  all  c.o.’s  into  the  armed  ser- 
vices. The  general  public  is  not  willing  to  allow  c.o.’s  to 
live  their  own  lives  while  other  young  men  are  forced  to 
join  the  army.  The  government  is  not  willing  for  c.o.’s  to 
be  assigned  to  work  of  such  social  significance  that  com- 
petent accomplishment  could  become  a salesman  of  con- 
scientious objection.  The  peace  churches  are  not  willing 
to  again  become  a tool  for  the  operation  of  conscription, 
thereby  eliminating  the  only  good  point  about  church 
sponsored  CPS,  an  intermediary  quasi-administrative  agency 
sincerely  interested  in  the  men  as  men.  All  of  this  adds 
up  to  a civilian  work  program  similar  to  the  government 
CPS  camps  of  World  War  II  or  the  CCC  camps  of  depres- 
sion days.  There  is  possibility  of  detached  service  jobs  as 
the  program  develops." 
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FRIENDS  AND  THE  PACIFIC  RIM 

Since  the  days  of  the  Pacific  Coast  Association  of 
Friends  there  has  been  a standing  committee  called 
the  Pacific  Rim  Committee.  This  committee  has  been 
a token  of  the  deep  continuing  interest  and  con- 
cern the  Pacific  Coast  Friends  have  felt  for  the 
problems  and  opportunities  that  face  them  in  the 
Pacific  Area.  With  the  titanic  struggle  for  leader- 
ship beginning  to  blaze  in  the  Orient  and  the  grow- 
ing knowledge  that  we  of  the  Pacific  Area  are 
swiftly  approaching  crisis,  a greater  urgency  comes 
into  our  thinking. 

We  already  share  blame  for  countless  mistakes 
made  and  crimes  perpetrated  against  our  neighbors 
of  the  Pacific  Area.  If  this  volcano  gets  completely 
out  of  hand  we  will  bear  a terrible  burden  of  guilt 
and  yet,  if  we  can  contribute  in  any  way  to  the  con- 
trol and  right  directing  of  these  terrific  forces,  we 
may  have  a second  chance.  The  gravity  of  the  situa- 
tion is  felt  by  Friends  on  all  three  of  the  inhabited 
shores  of  the  Pacific  Ocean  but  I feel  that  we  of  the 
West  Coast  of  America  should  feel  it  most  heavily. 
As  Americans  we  share  responsibility  for  much  that 
is  happening  in  the  Orient  today  and  we  realize 
that  some  of  the  basic  causes  for  the  present  crisis 
stem  from  social  and  economic  conditions  which  we 
have  tolerated  if  not  actually  encouraged  here  on 
the  West  Coast. 

The  one  objective  which  this  Pacific  Rim  Com- 
mittee has  consistently  had  in  mind  all  these  years 
is  the  bringing  about  of  a conference  of  Pacific  Area 
Friends  at  which  we  could  meet  each  other  face  to 
face,  to  understand  our  problems  and  evaluate  our 
resources  for  solving  them.  Now  it  seems  clear 
that  the  time  for  such  a meeting  has  arrived. 

We  had  hoped  that  this  meeting  could  be  held  in 
the  environment  of  the  Pacific.  We  long  thought 
of  Honolulu  as  the  ideal  spot  but  Shanghai  was 
also  suggested  and,  more  recently,  Tokyo  or  even 
some  spot  in  India.  Now  it  is  planned  that  dele- 
gates with  a concern  for  this  area  will  meet  at  Ox- 
ford in  July  of  1952  just  prior  to  the  World  Con- 
ference. 

More  Friends  from  Pacific  Rim  countries  will  be 
gathered  at  Oxford  than  could  be  gotten  together 
at  any  of  the  points  suggested,  so  to  that  extent, 
Oxford  is  a suitable  place. 

However,  I feel  that  there  may  be  something 
missing  in  the  shelter  of  Old  Oxford  which  is  per- 
tinent to  the  occasion,  and  I would  suggest  that 
subsequent  meetings  be  arranged  to  follow  the  Ox- 
ford Conference  and  these  be  held  in  the  Orient . . . 
perhaps  in  India  or  Hong  Kong  . . . where  delegates 
returning  from  England  can  bring  to  Friends  assem- 
bled from  adjacent  countries  the  messages  of  Oxford 
in  the  frame  of  the  Orient. 

It  has  been  the  hope  of  some  Friends  that  as  a 
result  of  such  a meeting  the  often  suggested  "Far 
East  Section’’  of  the  World  Committee  would  be 
born  to  form  with  the  older  European  and  Amer- 
ican Sections  a globe  encircling  fellowship.  I had 
hoped  that  any  new  organization  of  Friends  might 
not  divide  us  further  into  sections  but  rather  be 
one  to  draw  our  far-flung  meetings  closer  together 


around  the  fast  dwindling  expanses  of  the  Pacific 
Ocean. 

But  if  Friends  in  the  Orient,  who  even  among 
themselves  are  far  separated  by  space,  language, 
and  culture,  feel  that  a Far  East  Section  would  be  a 
helpful  mechanism,  let  us  have  it.  With  a working 
organism  in  both  the  West  and  the  Far  East  it 
might  be  more  readily  possible  to  arrange  the  inter- 
area meetings  for  the  future.  We  are  told  by  nuclear 
physicists  that  the  force  released  by  the  union  of 
nuclei  may  be  even  more  powerful  than  that  we 
have  seen  released  by  the  splitting  of  nuclei. 

Floyd  Schmoe 


ORANGE  GROVE  MEETING 

The  following  report  comes  from  the  Children’s  Educa- 
tion Committee  of  Orange  Grove  Meeting  which  supervises 
the  activities  of  nearly  as  many  individuals  as  attend 
Meeting: 

"The  Nursery  Group,  coordinated  by  Harlow  Mills,  has 
been  studying  the  childhood  of  Jesus.  The  book,  "Once 
There  Was  a Little  Boy"  (Dorothy  Kunhardt)  has  formed 
the  basis  for  stories  about  what  his  home  life  might  have 
been.  He  is  presented  as  a very  real  boy  who  seems  much 
as  our  own  children  are  in  their  better  moments;  but  with 
problems  to  meet  to  which  he  does  not  always  have  the 
answers. 

"A  short  quiet  time  is  a regular  part  of  the  worship 
period.  The  children  respond  amazingly  well  to  this  period 
of  inner  thought  and  meditation.  Brief  suggestions  are 
made  of  possible  direction  for  their  thinking,  sometimes 
drawn  from  the  story  of  the  morning  or  from  nature  or  art. 
Music  and  play  activities  round  out  this  session. 

The  Junior  (ages  7 to  ii)  are  taught  by  Ralph  Pinney. 
During  the  summer,  this  group  read  childhood  biographies 
of  such  great  men  as  Audobon,  G.  W.  Carver,  et  al. 
While  these  stories  were  being  read,  the  children  drew 
pictures  with  crayons  which  were  sometimes  related  to 
class  activities. 

"The  object  of  the  fall  unit  was  to  prepare  the  children 
for  New  Testament  stories  to  be  taught  this  spring.  A 
movie  and  discussion  of  California  Missions  brought  up  the 
question  of  the  origin  of  the  missions.  This  led  to  a study 
of  the  life  of  Francis  of  Assisi,  the  founder  of  the  Fran- 
ciscan order.  Reading,  pictures,  drawing,  clay  work  and  a 
trip  to  a Franciscan  church  heightened  interest  and  the 
children  decided  to  prepare  a play  of  his  life.  This  was 
presented  the  second  Sunday  in  January.  The  children 
selected  scenes  and  helped  prepare  costumes.  The  story 
was  rewritten  in  condensed  form  and  one  of  Francis’  songs 
was  paraphrased  by  Jean  Gerard  and  memorized  by  the 
children.  It  was  brought  out  that  the  power  of  St.  Francis, 
who  lived  700  years  ago,  came  from  his  thorough  knowl- 
edge of  the  life  and  teachings  of  Jesus.  This  prepared  the 
way  for  a study  of  the  life  of  Jesus  which  the  group  is 
now  undertaking." 


COLLEGE  PARK  MONTHLY  MEETING 

"MINUTE:  The  loth  College  Park  Quarterly  Meeting 
held  in  Tracy  the  first  seventh  day  of  second  month,  1951, 
welcomes  the  nev/s  that  Yearly  Meeting  may  be  located  in 
or  near  the  Willamette  ’Valley.  Many  of  us  hope  to  take 
our  families  to  Yearly  Meeting,  making  it  our  summer 
vacation.  In  order  to  have  this  possible,  it  would  be 
necessary  for  the  cost  of  Yearly  Meeting  to  be  about  as  low 
as  it  has  been  in  the  past  two  years. 

"The  group  gathered  here  today  would  rather  camp  than 
miss  the  chance  of  attending  Yearly  Meeting  because  of 
financial  reasons.  We  realize  the  difficulty  the  committee 
selecting  a site  faces,  but  would  like  them  to  know  of  our 
concern  for  economy  in  this  matter.” 

This  minute  was  approved  by  the  College  Park  Quarterly 
Meeting  held  February  3,  1951,  at  Tracy,  California. 


^Uend^  sCnUetm 
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AUSTRALIA  GENERAL  MEETING,  JANUARY  1951: 

A very  wet  and  chilly  Sydney  greeted  Friends  from  all 
States  of  Australia  for  Australian  General  Meeting  1951. 
But  heavy  rains  could  not  dampen  Friends  who  held  a live 
and  memorable  week  of  sessions  from  Monday,  January  15 
to  Friday,  January  19.  Following  the  business  sessions,  a 
Summer  School  continued  till  Wednesday  January  24,  at 
which  topics  based  on  World  Conference  themes  were 
earnestly  discussed. 

We  reconstituted  our  Peace  Committee,  settling  it  in 
one  Meeting  (Perth),  with  correspondents  in  other  Meet- 
ings. (Because  of  Australian  distances,  we  are  tending  to 
settle  our  committees  in  one  place  for  a period,  moving 
them  to  other  Meetings  from  time  to  time.  We  find  this 
works  well.  At  present,  two  committees  are  in  Mel- 
bourne, one  in  Sydney,  one  in  Hobart  and  now  one  in 
Perth).  The  main  function  of  a peace  committee  we  felt  to 
be  the  strengthening  of  our  witness  for  peace,  working 
quietly,  through  individuals,  rather  than  in  the  issuing  of 
public  statements.  Compulsory  military  training  is  still 
being  considered  by  the  Government;  the  Labour  Party  is 
against  it.  We  were  led  on  to  discuss  East-West  relation- 
ships and  evolved  a suggestion  being  sent  on  to  the  World 
Committee  for  Consultation.  This  is  that  Friends  should 
definitely  train  up  a group  of  concerned  Friends  who 
would  be  available  to  go  as  a spiritual  goodwill  mission 
to  troubled  areas  immediately  a need  arose.  We  felt  that 
there  is  need  to  emphasize  the  deeper  spiritual  background 
where  now  governments  tend  to  consider  only  political  or 
economic  issues.  Perhaps  such  a training  centre  could  be 
at  Pendle  Hill  or  Woodbrooke.  The  group  should  be 
international. 

The  Friends’  School  (Hobart)  report  showed  a record 
enrollment  for  first  term  1951  of  716,  but  of  these  only  24 
are  children  of  Friends — as  there  are  only  at  present  about 
100  children  of  Friends  in  Australia,  there  must  continue 
to  be  a preponderance  of  non-Friend  children  in  the  School 
and  just  how  much  a Quaker  school  it  can  be  is  a perennial 
problem.  The  school  can  however  turn  out  fine  men  and 
women  and  its  standing  is  suggested  by  the  recommendation 
of  a leading  Catholic  in  Tasmania  to  a newcomer,  also  a 
Catholic,  to  send  his  boys  to  Friends  School.  Queensland 
Friends  are  still  planning  for  their  Primary  school  near 
Brisbane. 

Our  six  representatives  to  the  Oxford  conference  were 
appointed — not  so  easy  a matter  as  for  Friends  nearer  to 
England,  owing  to  the  travelling  expenses  involved — but 
we  have  included  two  Young  Friends,  who  though  not 
thought  of  as  weighty  contributors  to  the  Conference  will 
be  able  to  bring  back  inspiration  to  the  large  group  of 
younger  Friends  in  this  country. 

Ruth  Swann,  who  has  spent  the  leisure  part  of  her  life 
as  a teacher  in  work  for  our  aborigines  and  half  castes, 
lately  visited  groups  of  these  "dark  people’’  in  South  East 
Australia.  In  two  settlements  conditions  are  particularly 
deplorable.  Our  Friends  brought  back  recommendations, 
several  that  we  might  be  able  to  deal  with,  and  others 
that  it  is  hoped  combined  church  groups  might  tackle. 
We  can  at  least  be  active  to  arouse  interest  in  others. 

Our  last  main  theme  was  on  our  status  as  a Quarterly 
Meeting  of  London  Yearly  Meeting — a status  we  are  out- 
growing but  the  change  to  becoming  a Yearly  Meeting 
does  need  to  be  prepared  for.  The  committee  considering 
this  matter  brought  to  us  a number  of  valuable  recommenda- 
tions which  we  shall  endeavour  to  carry  through  during 
1951.  How  much  though  does  depend  on  a sense  of  indi- 
vidual responsibility.  Can  we  develop  this  in  ourselves 
so  that  despite  our  small  numbers  and  immense  distances 
we  can  take  on  additional  obligations?  We  look  for  the 
strength  that  comes  with  spiritual  development.  Without 
the  resources  of  America  and  England,  we  yet  see  here 
in  the  Pacific  area  opportunities  for  the  Quaker  witness 
that  we  may  be  able  to  meet  in  some  small  degree. 

Stanley  Gregory 


COLLEGE  PARK  QUARTERLY  MEETING 

The  status  of  Chinese  students  now  in  this  country  is 
a precarious  one,  and  Dr.  Stephen  C.  Peabody,  Minister 
of  the  First  Congregational  Church  in  San  Jose  has  written 
the  following  letter  which  describes  the  difficulty  and  sug- 
gests the  remedy.  Marion  Werner,  Clerk  of  College 
Park  Monthly  Meeting  sent  it  on  to  us  thinking  other 
Friends’  groups  might  like  to  take  action  similar  to  that 
taken  by  College  Park  Meeting  which  has  endorsed  the 
proposal  and  sent  letters  to  Congressmen. 

"One  of  the  members  of  this  church  has  brought  to  my 
attention  a situation  that  gives  us  a dramatic  and  effective 
opportunity  to  demonstrate  beyond  words  the  continuing 
friendship  that  the  people  of  the  United  States  feel  for 
the  people  of  China.  . . There  are  2500  Chinese  students 
in  this  country  with  visas  of  limited  duration  that  permit 
them  to  study  here  . . . they  are  out  of  sympathy  with  the 
Communist  regime  that  is  now  in  control  of  most  of 
China.  Yet  within  a short  time  their  present  visas  will 
expire  and  they  will  be  com.pelled  to  return  to  China 
whose  present  leaders  will  hold  them  suspect  because  they 
have  been  in  the  United  States.  There  is  even  the  possi- 
bility that  their  own  lives — and  those  of  their  families — 
would  be  in  jeopardy. 

".  . . therefore  ...  the  Congress  could  render  a . . . 
service  in  changing  the  Immigration  Law  for  . . . the 
emergency  specifically  to  permit  Chinese  students  now  in 
this  country  and  who  wish  to  remain  here  because  of  their 
non-Communistic  convictions  to  receive  an  extension  of 
their  visas.  This  would  not  need  to  open  the  door  to  un- 
limited stays  for  all  visitors.  . . Since  we  are  facing  a labor 
shortage  for  the  emergency  their  gainful  employment  here 
need  not  prevent  any  American  citizen  from  finding  work. 

■'If  the  Congress  could  thus  on  its  own  initiative  lift 
the  restrictions  on  Chinese  students  for  the  period  of  the 
emergency  it  would  be  a gesture  of  hospitality  and  friend- 
ship that  will  get  behind  the  Bamboo  Curtain  and  will 
help  to  prepare  the  way  for  happy  and  cooperative  rela- 
tions between  these  two  great  nations,  in  the  days  to 
come.’’ 


PRAYER 

From  all  forms  of  race  prejudice, 

Good  Lord,  deliver  us. 

From  meddling  in  the  affairs  of  other  nations  more  than  we 
would  want  them  to  meddle  in  ours. 

Good  Lord,  deliver  us. 

From  flaunting  our  riches  in  the  face  of  a poverty  stricken 
world. 

Good  Lord,  deliver  us. 

From  taking  advantage  of  our  strength  to  have  our  own 
way  in  the  council  of  nations. 

Good  Lord,  deliver  us. 

For  ever  strengthening  the  bad  government  of  any  foreign 
nation  for  the  advantage  it  will  give  to  us. 

Good  Lord,  deliver  us. 

From  thinking  our  way  of  life  is  best  for  all  people. 
Good  Lord,  deliver  us. 

From  pretending  to  fight  for  other  nations  when  we  are 
really  fighting  to  make  the  world  safe  for  ourselves 
and  our  trade. 

Good  Lord,  deliver  us. 

From  denying  to  any  people,  even  on  some  tiny  island, 
those  things  which  we  ourselves  value,  as,  the  right 
to  make  their  own  laws  and  choose  their  own  rulers. 
Good  Lord,  deliver  us. 

From  using  our  guns  to  make  more  people  homeless. 
Good  Lord,  deliver  us. 

And  teach  us  to  know  that  all  people  of  the  world  are 
proud  and  have  something  to  give,  that  they  will  act 
their  best  and  we  can  work  together  when  we  treat 
them  as  equals  and  friends. 

Amen 

Theodore  Herman  of  Seattle  sent  in  the  above  prayer  of 

Margery  Ryerson,  a New  York  artist  on  children’s  books. 
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THE  PEOPLE'S  WORLD  CONVENTION 

In  a recent  issue  of  the  Friend  (London,  1/12/51)  the 
following  brief  account  of  the  People’s  World  Convention 
is  given: 

"The  first  meeting  of  the  People’s  World  Con- 
vention opened  in  Geneva  on  December  30,  with 
Henry  Usborne,  M.P.,  in  the  chair.  Delegates  from 
45  countries  were  present,  representing  federalist 
associations,  peace  organizations,  etc.  An  opening 
speech  was  read  on  behalf  of  Lord  Boyd  Orr.  On 
the  following  day  the  meeting  continued  under  the 
presidency  of  Fyke  Farmer,  of  Tennessee,  one  of  the 
first  delegates  actually  elected  to  the  People’s  World 
Convention  by  Tennessee,  on  the  basis  of  one  dele- 
gate to  a million  people. 

"Edmond  Privat,  of  Neuchatel,  was  unanimously 
elected  president  of  the  Consultative  Assembly  which 
is  to  work  for  such  elections  in  all  countries  of  the 
world.  Professor  Privat  announced  his  intention  of 
using  his  office  in  a Quaker  manner,  taking  when- 
ever possible  the  sense  of  the  meeting  instead  of 
letting  majorities  overrule  minorities.  . . A number 
of  Friends  and  friends  of  Friends  are  present  in 
addition  to  John  Hoyland,  Jack  Nutley  and  Edmond 
Privat.” 

There  is  an  interesting  story  behind  this  brief  account 
and  we  are  indebted  to  Caroline  Urie,  (128  S.  Walnut, 
Yellow  Springs,  Ohio)  indefatigable  worker  for  improved 
world  relations,  whose  home  is  in  Yellow  Springs,  for 
the  following  account. 

"For  several  years  past  there  has  been  growing 
in  a number  of  countries — here  and  elsewhere — a 
determined  movement  to  bring  about  a meeting  of 
the  popularly-chosen  representatives  of  the  peoples, 
not  the  governments,  of  the  world,  in  a common 
Assembly  for  the  planning  of  a World  Constitution 
concerned,  not  with  the  rivalries  of  power  and 
prestige,  but  with  the  needs  and  aspirations  of 
ordinary  people  everywhere.  This  World  Consti- 
tuent Assembly  . . . meets  now  for  the  first  time,  on 
December  30th  at  Geneva,  Switzerland.  The  pioneer 
law  providing  for  the  popular  election  of  delegates 
to  this  world  assembly  of  the  peoples  was  enacted 
last  year  by  the  legislature  of  the  state  of  Tennessee. 
And  this  year,  in  the  general  state  elections,  these 
delegates  (one  per  million  of  population)  were  duly 
elected  by  the  people  of  Tennessee  to  represent  them 
at  the  Geneva  Convention.” 

Who  is  this  Fyke  Farmer?  How  did  the  state  of 
Tennessee  reach  this  enlightened  point  of  view?  Again 
we  wrote  to  Caroline  Urie  for  information  and  she  has 
allowed  us  to  print  this  unofficial  account,  reminding  us 
only  that  while  movements  are  so  new  one  can  never  tell 
the  whole  story  and  that  it  is  of  the  nature  of  pioneers  to 
be  the  source  of  somewhat  controversial  opinion.  But  for 
those  wondering  how  this  came  about  and  how  it  may 
be  brought  into  the  political  life  of  other  states,  Caroline 
Urie’s  story  will  be  of  interest. 

"Three  years  or  more  ago  Fyke  Farmer’s  concern 
for  the  world  crisis  was  so  great,  that  sacrifically  he 
gave  up  a lucrative  law  practice  to  devote  himself 
entirely  to  work  for  the  People’s  World  Convention 
and  world  federal  government.  As  a lawyer  he 
knew  that  enabling  legislation  for  popular  elections 
must  originate  in  the  separate  states  in  the  U.S.  and 
he  put  in  a year  or  more  of  solid  educational  work 


in  his  own  state  getting  people  to  understand  the 
value  and  purpose  of  initiating  such  action  to 
legally  provide  for  popular  delegates  to  a repre- 
sentative world  assembly.  He  is  very  dynamic,  sin- 
cere and  persuasive.  Then,  by  similar  patient  man- 
to-man  discussion  and  persuasion,  he  won  over 
most  of  the  members  of  the  Legislature — and  mem- 
bers of  various  other  public  minded  organizations 
in  the  state. 

"Most  of  his  work  was  man-to-man  visitation. 
After  all  this  tireless  activity,  the  bill  he  drafted 
was  passed  by  both  houses  of  the  Tennessee  legisla- 
ture a year  ago  with  only  one  dissenting  vote  in 
both  houses.  Having  had  such  a good  start  in  the 
legislature  plus  good  publicity  (which  Fyke  Farmer 
also  won  by  intelligent  labor)  when  the  elections 
finally  took  place  in  Tennessee  this  summer  (1950) 
three  of  the  four  candidates  who  stood  for  election 
as  delegates  were  duly  elected  by  what  was  con- 
sidered a sizable  vote  in  an  off-election  year;  a mem- 
ber of  the  Senate,  one  of  the  lower  house  and  Fyke 
Farmer. 

"So  far  as  I know  there  has  been  no  interference 
from  Washington  or  effort  of  any  federal  author- 
ities to  obstruct  what  is  basically  an  entirely  new 
situation — the  sending  of  popularly  elected  dele- 
gates across  political  frontiers  to  meet  with  other 
popular  political  delegates  from  other  countries. 
The  delegates  will  go,  I suppose,  with  regular  indi- 
vidual passports — not  the  usual  official  credentials. 

"I  interested  myself  in  trying  to  get  appreciation 
of  this  pioneer  action  among  world  citizens  in 
various  states  as  well  as  through  different  news- 
papers, because  I learned  that  Governor  Browning 
(who  had  steadfastly  supported  the  bill)  was  being 
assailed  by  reactionaries  in  the  state,  who  charged 
that  the  elections  law  and  the  P.W.C.  were  Com- 
munist-inspired; ...  I had  a very  good  letter  from 
the  Governor  and  have  learned  that  a number  of 
interested  people  wrote  him  from  different  parts  of 
the  country.” 

We  shall  all  look  forward  with  interest  to  develop- 
ments in  this  line. 

E.  S. 


(Approved  at  College  Park  Quarterly  Meeting  of  Friends 
Held  at  Tracy,  California,  February  3,  1951) 

To  Clerks  of  Monthly  Meetings; 

"It  was  strongly  the  sense  of  the  Quarterly  Meeting 
that  it  is  urgent  at  this  time  for  Friends  to  re-examine  for 
ourselves  and  make  known  to  others  the  position  of  the 
Religious  Society  of  Friends  on  war  and  peace.  It  is 
urged  that  each  monthly  meeting  prepare  a statement  for 
its  own  use  and  for  public  information,  as  the  University 
Meeting  at  Seattle  has  done  in  its  letter  to  public  officials 
and  others,  which  your  Monthly  Meeting  has  likely  re- 
ceived. The  Pacific  Yearly  Meeting  Epistle  and  the  con- 
clusions coming  out  of  the  recent  Richmond  meetings  are 
other  examples  of  such  statements. 

"It  is  the  sense  of  this  meeting  that  we  reaffirm  the  his- 
toric stand  of  the  Religious  Society  of  Friends  (Quakers) 
for  recognition  of  that  of  God  in  every  man,  the  rights  of 
conscience,  and  the  evil  nature  of  war  in  any  form.  This 
is  a way  of  life  for  all  times  and  all  situations.  . .” 

On  behalf  of  the  Meeting, 
William  C.  James,  Clerk 
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RURAL  LIFE  CONFERENCE 

Tentative  plans  are  being  made  for  the  annual  rural  life 
conference  to  be  held  in  Tracy,  probably  the  week-end  of 
April  13,  14  and  15th.  Topics  being  considered  are:  "In 
the  face  of  decreasing  freedom  and  increased  pressures  on 
individuals,  what  do  we  do  with  and  for  our  children?”: 
"How  can  we  help  our  children  to  understand  why  they 
have  difficulties  in  school  and  community  relations?”: 
'What  are  the  basic  requirements  for  making  a creative 
experience  of  any  group  life?”:  "What  are  the  sure  signs 
that  it  is  time  to  move  from  a community — how  bad  must 
it  get?” 


MEETINGS-MISCELLANEOUS 

Excellent  statements  of  their  peace  positions  have  been 
made  by  the  Seattle  University  Monthly  Meeting  (3959 
15th  Ave.,  N.E.,  Seattle  5,  Wash.,  Mildred  Joyce,  clerk) 
and  the  Friends  House  Meeting  (1137  West  37th  Place, 
Los  Angeles  7,  Calif.,  Margaret  T.  Simkin,  acting  clerk). 

❖ 5.^ 

The  Washington,  D.C.  newsletter  notes  that  a new  meet- 
ing for  worship  has  begun  in  San  Antonio,  Texas  in  the 
home  of  William  and  Lelia  Rouse. 

College  Park  Quarterly  Meeting  in  its  recent  session  gave 
attention  to  the  summer  plans  for  the  Ben  Lomand  prop- 


erty and  raised  some  funds  for  its  support.  An  interracial 
boys’  camp  is  planned  there  this  summer. 

Henry  J.  Cadbury  will  speak  to  all  Pasadena  Friends 
Meetings  on  Friday,  April  6th,  at  a supper  and  evening 
meeting  held  at  the  First  Friends  Church  in  Pasadena. 
Henry  comes  to  the  west  coast  at  the  invitation  of  Whittier 
College  where  he  will  be  the  days  preceding  this  meeting. 


MAINLY  ABOUT  PEOPLE 

Charles  Kelly  reports  that  the  Phoenix  Meeting  is 
equipped  with  copies  of  the  study  booklet  "The  Vocation 
of  Friends  in  the  Modern  World”  and  studying  it.  Other 
Meetings  are  urged  to  make  use  of  this  material  which  is 
available  from  the  Friends  Bulletin  office. 

❖ ^ ^ 

A number  of  back  copies  of  the  Community  Service 
Neivs  (Community  Service,  Inc.,  Yellow  Springs,  Ohio) 
is  available  from  the  files  of  the  Friends  Bulletin. 

^ ^ 

On  January  30  Hannah  and  Andrew  Erskine  (1649 
San  Lorenzo  Ave.,  Berkeley,  Calif.)  celebrated  their  golden 
wedding  anniversary.  Hannah  is  from  Scarborough,  Eng- 
land and  taught  in  an  English  Friends’  school:  Andrew 
comes  from  Dunfermline,  Scotland  and  has  been  a ship's 
engineer.  They  were  married  in  the  San  Jose  Meeting 
House. 

Peter  Cronshaw  asks  that  we  print  that  he,  . . an 
English  Friend,  late  of  the  San  Diego  Meeting  is  now  in 
Nassau,  Bahamas  teaching  at  St.  John’s  College.  The  col- 
lege is  open  to  both  colored  and  white,  though  98  per  cent 
of  the  students  are  colored.”  His  address  is  care  of  Bar- 
clays Bank,  Nassau,  Bahamas. 

J{«  i-i  ^ 

Frederick  B.  Tolles  (334  N.  Oakland,  Pasadena — pro 
tern)  spending  this  year  at  the  Huntington  Library  in 
Pasadena  has  been  elected  president  of  the  Friends  His- 
torical Society  (England)  for  1952.  This  Society  elects  a 
different  president  each  year.  During  the  tercentenary  cele- 
brations held  in  Lancashire,  England  in  the  summer  of 
’52  he  will  give  an  address  "The  Atlantic  Community  of 
the  Early  Friends”. 


Birth: 

Wilfrid  Thwing,  1/21/51,  to  Teresina  and  Joseph 
Havens,  2315  North  Vermont,  Los  Angeles,  Calif. 
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